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historically incorrect to maintain it. Beyond question,
seven years of war and conquest were not calculated to
hasten the progress of education which had been
amongst the principal preoccupations of the bishop of
Quebec at the end of the French regime. The conquest
particularly was productive of destruction in the
domain of education. Simple though it was before
1763, the education which was free and in the hands
both of members of the clergy and laymen met ade-
quately the needs of the time and the circumstances.
As soon as peace had been restored it appeared at once
that the School, as well as the Church, was threatened.
If the new masters did not openly combat it they
nevertheless made no effort to raise it from its ruins.
Indeed, for more than half a century they attempted
to build their own system of education on these ruins.
Such a policy contributed in no small measure to the
temporary triumph of ignorance. It was, moreover,
favoured by the indifference or lack of understanding
on the part of the men and women most threatened,
who had neither a pronounced fondness for education
nor a taste for reading. To these obstacles were added
others both moral and material which were placed in
the way of providing teachers and, strange as it may
seem, at a period when the better educated Canadiens
were discovering Voltaire, Rousseau, and the Encyclo-
paedists, there was difficulty in obtaining text-books.

Fortunately, the reaction was not long in coming.
Touching indeed, to give only one example, was the
"very humble request" presented in 1787 to Governor
Dorchester by some hundreds of the citizens of Que-
bec, "justly and keenly grieved by the sight of
ignorance so widely spread, for lack of education in a
province where children are born with a natural apti-